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INTRODUCTION. 


T  H  E  very  great  advantage  which  has 
refulted  from  adminiftering  a  Deco6lion  of 
the  Broad-leaved  Willow  Bark  for  feveral 
yeais  paft,  induced  me  to  minute  fome  of 
the  complaints  in  which  it  has-been  employ¬ 
ed  ;  and  finding  the  benefits  attending  its 
exhibition  to  bc/  very  great,  a  wifh  was  ex¬ 
cited  that  the  virtues  of  fo  excellent  a  Bark 
#  might  be  more  extenfively  known.  With 
that  view  the  following  (though  very  imper- 
feft)  attempt  is  made  to  elucidate  more  fully 
its  fenfible  qualities,  and  effefls  on  the  living 
body ;  hoping  that  Practitioners  may  be  in¬ 
duced  to  make  further  trial  of  an  article, 
which  appears  to  be  as  valuable  as  any  of 
the  Materia  Medica, 
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Notwithftan'ding  this  bark  has  been  al- 
ready  ftrongly  recommended  to  the  atten- 

I  .  * 

tion,  of  the  public  by  Mr.  James,  in  a  pam¬ 
phlet  which  he  publifhed  a  few  years  ago, 
its  ufe  has  not  yet  become  general.  This, 
however,  is  not  Angular,  fince  every  new 
Medicine  has  always  met  with  more  or.  lefs 
of  oppofition  at  the  beginning,  and  non^  ‘ 
more  fo  than  the  Cinchona,  for  which  the 
prefent  is  propofed  as  a  fubftitute. 

As  this  bark  is  fo  eafily  got,  every  prac-^ 
titioner  may  have  an  opportunity  of  fully 

proving  its  efficacy  and  worth.  But,'*  (as 
Mr.  James  very  juftly  obferves)  it  feems  . 
to  be  the  lot  of  human  nature  to  overlook 
the  merits  of  what  is  eafily  procured,  and 
coils  but  little,  and  to  be  captivated  with 
a  commodity  which  can  only  be. acquired 
with  difficulty  and  expence.  Thus  we  go 
to  the  wellern  extremity  of  South  America 
for  a  remedy  of  diforders  for  which  we 

.  ,  ■  have 
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have  a  better  at  home,  and  fend  annually 
out  of  the  kingdom  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money  to  purchafe  a  bark,  when  we  have 
a  tree  in  our  fields  which  offers  ms  one  of 
equal,  if  not  fuperior  virtue,  and  which 
may  be  cultivated  almoft  without  trouble 

I 

V  or  coft.”  .  ’ 

i 

Since  the  introduAion  of  this  bark  into 
praftice  at  the’Bath  City  Infirmary  and  Difi 
penfary,  as  a  fubftitute  for  the  Cinchona^ 
not  lefs  than  twenty  pounds  a-year  have 
been  faved  to  the  Charity,  which  circum- 
ftance  will  render  it  a  very  valuable  ar^ 
tide  to  all  Hofpitals  where  much  bark  is 
ufed. 

I  muft  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  my  ob¬ 
ligations  to  the  Phyficians  who  honour  the 
Charity  with  their  attendance,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  Dr.  Gibbes,  for  his  kind  affif- 
tance  in  the  arrangement,  and  experimental 
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part  of  this  work,  and  who,  with  the  other 
Phyficians,  have  witnefled  the  good  effefts 
of  this  bark  in  the  extenfive  pra6lice  at  the 
Infirmary. 


THE 
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botanical  description. 


S  A  L  I  X. 


Dicecia.  Diandria. 

Masc.  Amenti  Squamae.  Cor.  O.  Gian- 
dula  bafeos  neHifera. 

Fem.  Amenti  Squamae,  Cor.  O.  Stylus 
bifidus.  Capf.  unilocularis  bival- 
vis.  Semina  pappofa. 

Foliis  fubferratis  villofis. 

Salix  Caprea. 

Foliis  ellipticis  fubferratis  rugofis,  fupra  vil¬ 
lofis  fubtus  tomentofis. 

'  Salix  latifolia  rotunda,  Raii  Syn.  449. 

Salix  foliis  ovatis  rugofis  fubtus  tomentofis 
undatis  fuperne  denticulatis.  Linn, 
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Dr.  Withering  obferves,  much  remains  to 
be  done  to  clear  up  the  fpecies  and  varieties 
of  Salix,  which  this  ifland  produces ;  the 
genus,  therefore,  (he  fays)  has  a  claim  upon 
•  the  particular  attention  of  fuch  as  wifh  to 
improve  the  Botanical  knowledge  of  their 
Country. 

The  broad-leaved  Willow  is  to  be  met 
with  in  the  woods,  and  hedges  of  hilly  fitu- 
ations,  growing  to  a  pretty  large  bulhy  tree. 
Although  fome  botanical  writers  enumerate 
as  many  as  thirty  different  fpecies  and  vari¬ 
eties  of  Willow,  yet  this  fort  is  eafily  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  fhape  of  the  leaves,  which 
is  refembled  by  none  of  the  other  fpecies, 
(at  leaft  that  I  can  find)'  except  the  bay¬ 
leaved  ;  but  that  again  is  foon  diftinguifhed 
from  the  former  by  the  leaves  being  fmooth 
and  fhining,  inflead  of  the  downy  appear¬ 
ance,  particularly  on  the  under  furface  of 
the  Salix  Caprea  already  defcribed. 

Its  fenfihle  QualitieL 

This  bark  difcovers  to  the  tafle  a  confi- 
derable  degree  of  aftringency,  accompanied 
with  a  flight  bitternefs.  A  deco6lion  of  it 

is 
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is  of  a  bright  red  colour,  refembling  a  de- 
coflion  of  Swietenia  bark,  but  which  is  more 
aftringent  to  the  tafte  than  either  that  bark 
or  the  Cinchona  flava ;  yet  it  is  very  much 
inferior  to  them  both  as  to  its  bitter  quality*.  ' 

Preparation^  and  manner  of  exhibiting  it. 

This  bark  readily  yields  its  qualities  to 
water  in  deco6lion,  or  infulion,  but  moft  of 
all  to  reftified  fpirit ;  the  latter  being  capa¬ 
ble  of  extrafting  a  much  greater  proportion 
of  its  aftive  principles  than  water :  which 
will  be  more  fully  fliewn  hereafter. 

It  has  been  always  ufed  in  the  form  of 
decoftion,  except  iii  a  few  cafes  where  the 
powder  has  been  given. 

The  following  is  the  form  :  ' 

Take  of  broad-leaved  willow  bark  two 
ounces. 

Pimento  one  drachm. 

To  be  boiled  in  two  pints  of  water  down  to 
one  pint. 

*  Although  the  Willow  deco6lion  is  more  aftringent  to 
the  tafte  than  the  Swietenia,  yet  when  examined  by  means 
of  a  few  drops  of  a  folution  of  the  Sulphate  of  Iron,  it 
ftrikes  as  dark  a  colour. 


The 


'  .  The  common  dofe  is  two  table-fpoonfuls 
three  or  four  times  a  day ;  and  in  fome  cafes, 
as  Intermittents,  &c.  it  is  neceflary  to  give  it 
every  three  hours,  in  the  dofe  of  one  or  two 
ounces. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  refpefting  the 
decoftion,  that  in  the  courfe  of  two  or  three 
days  a  brownifli  precipitate  takes  place,  and 
that  it  does  not  keep  longer  than  that  period 
fit  for  ufe,  except  in  cold  weather, 
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EXPERIMENTS. 


« 

Experiment  the  Firfl*  * 

A  Few  drops  of  a  faturated  folution  of 
fulphate  of  iron  were  added  to  a  decoftion 
of  the  broad-leaved  willow  bark,  which  was 
prefently  changed  to  an  inky  blacknefs.  On 
{landing  a  few  days  it  retained  its  uniform 
black  appearance,  fhewing  but  little  ten¬ 
dency  to  precipitation, 

/ 

Experiment  the  Second, 

On  adding  the  fame  number  of  drops  of 
the  above  folution  to  an  equal  quantity  of 
yellow  bark  decoftion,  it  only  affumed  a 
lead  colour,  and,  on  Handing,  there  was  a 
copious  precipitation,  and  the  fuperincum- 
bent  liquor  Hill  appeared  turbid. 

Experiment  the  Third, 

One  grain  of  fulphate  of  iron  was  added 
to  one  ounce  of  the  willow  deco6lion,  which 

foon 
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foon  aflumed  the  inky  appearance  as  in  the 
firft  experiment.  Thirty  drops  of  the  di¬ 
luted  fulphuric  acid  reftored  it  to  its  original 
colour ;  eighty  drops  of  the  Aq.  Ammon. 

re-produced  its  former  blacknefs. 

✓  ” 

Experiment  the  Fourth. 

A  vial  was  filled  with  the  decoftion  of 
willow  bark,  and  kept  thirteen  days ;  at  the.^ 
fame  time  another  vial  was  filled  with  a 
decoftion  of  yellow  bark,  and  preferved  an 
equal  number  of  days  at  the  fame  tempera-- 
ture.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  both 
decoftions  were  examined :  the  yellow  bark 
decoftion  was  become  of  a  paler  colour, 
with  a  lateritious  fediment;  it  retained  a 
confiderable  degree  of  bitternefs,  though 
accompanied  with  a  difagreeable  flavour. 
The  willow  decoftion  was  likewife  paler, 
having  loft  its  bright  red  colour,  and  nearly 
its  aftringent  tafte.  On  the  furface  there 
appeared  fome  brownifh  flocculi,  and  there 
was  a  confiderable  precipitation  of  a  brown 
colour. 

On  adding  a  few  drops  of  the  folution  of 
the  fulphate  of  iron  to  each  of  the.decoc- 

^  tions, 
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tions,  no  change  of  colour  took  place  till 
they  had  remained  feme  time,  when  they 
affumed  a  dark  appearance.  The  change 
was  firft  obferved  in  the  yellow  bark  decoc¬ 
tion,  which  was  alfo  darker  than  the  willow. 

Although  in  the  firft  inftance  the  willow 
bark  fliews  greater  figns  of  aftringency  than 
the  yellow  bark,  yet  does  the  latter  appear 
by  this  experiment  to  retain  its  aftringent 
principle  the  longeft,  and  to  refill  decompo- 
fition  longer  than  the  willow  bark, 

.  Experiment  the  Fifth. 

To  five  ounces  of  the.  willow  deco6lion 
was  added  one  ounce  of  an  infufion  of  Quaf- 
fia.  The  mixture,  after  Handing  fifteen 
days,  retained  its  bright  red  colour.  There 
was  a  brown  depofit,  and  at  the  top  it  ap¬ 
peared  a  little  mouldy.  It  tailed  bitter  and 
aftringent,  (though  in  a  lefs  degree  than  at 
firft)  and  was  much  founder  than,  as  in  the 
former  experiment,  when  made  with  the  de- 
coftion  alone ;  for,  on  the  addition  of  a  few 
drops  of  the  folution  of  the  fulphate  of  iron, 
it  ftruck  as  dark  a  colour  as  with  a  decoc¬ 
tion  when  frelh  boiled. 

Ex^ 


•  Experiment  the  Sixth, 

Two  ounces  o-f  infufion  of  Quaffia  were 
added  to  four  ounces  of  willow  decoftion, 
and  kept  twenty-two  days,  without  appear* 
ing  to  have  undergone  any  fenfible  change, 
except  a  brownifh  precipitation  ;  polfelTing 
nearly  the  fame  degree  of  bitternefs  and 
aftringency  as  at  fa-f:. 

From  the  two  laft  experiments  the  anti- 
feptic  quality  of  theQualTia  is  very  obvious; 
and  in  fome  cafes  the  combination  of  the 
willow  with  the  former  may  be  attended, 
with  confiderable  advantage,  and  which,  I 
think,  promifes  to  anfwer  all  the  intentions 
of  the  Cinchona  flava,  in  difeafes  of  a  ma¬ 
lignant  nature,  where  that  bark^  has  been 
given  with  fo  much  fuccefs. 

Experiment  the  Seventh, 

*  f 

Three  pieces  of  the  lean  of  frefh  beef  were 
fufpended  in  three  vials,  being  previoufly 
filled  with  decoftions  of  yellow,  willow  bark, 
and  camomile  flowers,  (to  the  latter  a  little 
mucilage  was  added),  at  the  expiration  of 
fifteen  days  each  was  examined ;  that  which 
was  preferved  in  the  yellow  bark  decoftion 

'  appeared 
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appeared  foft  and  whitifh  on  the  fibres  being 
feparated.  It  was  not  accompanied  with 
any  difagreeable  fmell.  That  in  the  camo¬ 
mile  decoftion  exhibited  a  fimilar  appear¬ 
ance  as  the  preceding.  The  other  piece 
preferved  in  the  willow  bark  decoftion  was 
of  a  reddifii  colour,  and  firm;  fmelled  ftrong- 
ly  of  the  decoftion,  attended  with  a  flight 
difagreeable  flavour. 

\ 

Experiment  the  Eighth, 

Some  lime-water  was  added  to  a  decoc¬ 
tion  of  willow  bark,  which  inftantly  became 
turbid.  On  ftanding,  it  yielded  a  light 
brownith  coloured  precipitate,  the  decoc¬ 
tion  again  afluming  a  deep  bright  red  colour, 
though  lefs  aftringent  to  the  tafte.  On  the  ' 
addition  of  a  few  drops  of  the  folution  of 
the  fulphate  of  iron,  it  became  as  black  as 
when  added  to  a  Ample  decoftion. 

Experiment  the  Ninth, 

Some  lime-water  was  alfo  added  to  a  de- 
coftion  of  yellow  bark,  when  it  immediate¬ 
ly  aflumed  a  curdled  appearance  of  a  light 
colour.  On  ftanding,  a  very  copious  depo- 
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fition  took  place.  The  fuperincumbent  li¬ 
quor  appeared  paler  than  it  was  before  the 
addition  of  the  lime-water,  with  a  flight  red- 
diCh  tinge  at  the  top.  The  bitter  and  at 
tringent  tafte  of  the  bark  were  nearly  con¬ 
cealed.  The  addition  of  a  few  drops  of 
the  above  folution  however  caufed  a  decom- 
pofition  as  fuddenly  as  when  added  to  a 
Ample  deco6iion,  and  equally  as  dark,  with 
a  copious  precipitation. 

Experiment  the  Tenth. 

Two  drachms  of  willow  bark  in  fine  pow¬ 
der  were  triturated  for  a  confiderable  time, 
and  made  into  an  infufion  by  the  gradual 
addition  of  three  ounces  of  lime-water ; 
which  when  filtered,  (after  ftanding  fome 
time)  and  a  vial  filled  with  it,  weighed  four 
grains  more  than  the  fame  vial  when  filled 
with  lime-water  only. 

Lime-water  does  not  appear  to  increafe 
the  folubility  of  the  willow  bark,  for  an  in¬ 
fufion  was  prepared  in  a  fimilar  manner  as 
the  preceding,  with  common  water ;  the 
fame  vial  being  filled  with  the  filtered  liquor, 
weighed  five  grains  more,  than  when  filled 

with 


C  ^5  ] 

with  water ;  the  latter  having  dififolved  one 
grain  more  than  the  lime-water. 

Experiment  the  Eleventh. 

Two  drachms  of  willow-bark  in  powder 
were  triturated  with  one  drachm  of  quick¬ 
lime  near  half  an  hour,  to  which  were  gra¬ 
dually  added  four  ounces  of  common  water ; 
the  mixture  exaftly  refembled  the  red  bark 
in  colour.  After  ftanding  fome  time  and 
then  filtered,  it  was  of  a  pale  colour,  having 
a  flight  reddifh  tinge,  but  tafted  fo  ftrong  of 
the  lime  as  entirely  to  conceal  the  tafte  of 
the  bark,  and  the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of 
the  folution  of  the  fulphate  of  iron  produced 
no  change  of  colour;  a  new  compound- 
being  evidently  formed. 

Experiment  the  Twelfth. 

One  drachm  pf  common  magnefia,  and 
the  fame  quantity  of  willow  bark  in  powder* 
were  triturated  together  for  fome  time,  and 
made  into  an  infufion  by  the  gradual  addi¬ 
tion  of  four  ounces  of  water.  After  ftand¬ 
ing  all  night,  abd  then  filtered,  the  liquor 
appeared  of  a  bright  reddifti  colour ;  but 

fcarce 
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fcarcely  difcovered  any  aftringehcy  to' the 
tafte*  On  the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of 
the  folution  of  the  fulphate  of  iron  it  became 
of  a  very  dark-red  colour. 

An  infufion  was  prepared  in  a  fimilar  nian- 
net  as  the  preceding  with  yellow  bark  and 
maghelia.  The  liquor,  when  filtered,  refem* 
bled  in  colour , the  willow  infufion,  the  mag- 
nefia  having  produced  the  fame  efFe6l  in  di- 
ininifhing  both  the  bitter,  and  the  aftringent 
.  .qualities  of  the  bark,  exaftly  as  defcribed  by 
Dr.  Babington  in  his.  experiments  on  the 
yellow  bark. 

From  feveral  of  the  foregoing  experi¬ 
ments,  we  may  readily  perceive  a  great  fimila* 
rity  between  the  effefts  produced  by  magnefia 
and  lime  on  the  yellow  and  willow  barki 
which  differ  materially  from  the  effefis  thefe 

I 

fubftances  produce  on  the  common  and  red 
bark.  For  we  find  by  the  experirhents  of 
Dr.  Skeete,  which  no  doubt  were  made  with 
great  accuracy,  that  lime-water  and  magne¬ 
fia  occafion  an.  augmentation  of  the  fenfible 
properties  of  common  bark,  whilft  on  the 
red,  they  produce  no  fenfible  change  what¬ 
ever. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  Babington  thinks  it  is  obvious,  that 
whatever  be  the  nature  of  the  bitternefs,  and 
aftringency  of  bark  confidered  as  feparate 
principles,  they  vary  in  different  fpecies, 
not  only  with  regard  to  their  proportions, 
but  alfo  in  their  mode  of  combination. 

It  may  however  be  remarked,  that  if  wil¬ 
low  bark  is  made  into  an  infufion  with  lime- 
water;  or  if  magnefia  is  rubbed  with  the 
willow,  previous  to  the  addition  of  common 
water :  (or  ^dded  to  a  deco6iion  of  the 
willow)  in  both  cafes,  the  addition  of 
thefe  fubftances  preferves  the  infufions  feve- 
ral  days  longer  found  than  if  none  were 
added. 

Experiment  the  Thirteenth, 

To  one  ounce  of  the  willow  bark  in 
coarfe  powder  were  added  eight  ounces  of 
proof  fpirit,  and  after  handing  nine  days 
the  tinfture  was  filtered.  A  vial  filled  with 
it  weighed  three  grains  more  than  the  fame 
vial,  when  filled  with  a  tinfture  of  yellow 
bark,  prepared  in  a  fimilar  manner. 

Experiment  the  Fourteenth, 

Two  drachms  of  willow  bark  in  powder 

C  were 
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were  added  to  four  ounces  of  reftified  fpirit 
of  wine,  which  was  fuffered  to  ftand  about 
thirty-fix  hours  ;  (the  vial  being  frequently 
fhook  during  that  time),  the  clear  liquor 
was  then  carefully  poured  off,  and  a  vial, 
containing  about  feven  drachms  by  meafure, 
was  filled  with  it,  which  weighed  nine  grains 
more  than  when  filled  with  reftified  fpirit 
alone. 

Experiment  the  Fifteenth. 

Two  drachms  of  willow  bark  in  powder, 
and  four  ounces  of  proof  fpirit,  were  mixed 
together,  and  managed  in  the  fame  manner 
as  in  the  preceding  experiment.  The  vial, 
when  filled  with  the  clear  liquor,  weighed 
three  grains  more  than  when  filled  with 
proof  fpirit  only. 

Experiment  the  Sixteenth. 

A  fimilar  mixture  was  alfo  made  with 
willow  bark  powder,  and  fimple  water.  The 
vial,  when  filled  with  the  clear  liquor,  weigh¬ 
ed  five  grains  and  a  half  more  than  an  equal 
meafure  of  the  water  by  itfelf. 

From  the  three  laft  experiments,  (which 

were 
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repeated  different  times)  there  feems  to  me 
a  further  proof  “  that  the  attraftion  between 
the  water  and  fpirit  is  fo  great,  as  to  weak- 
en  the  attra6iion  of  the  former  for  the 
mucilaginous  parts  of  the  bark,  and  that 
of  the  latter,  or  fpirit,  for  its  more  refinous 
particles.  And  alfo  that  the* mucilaginous 
parts  of  the  bark  are  fo  intimately  blended 
with  the  refinous,  that  the  fpirit  extra6fs  a 
part  of  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter.” 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  this  bark  contains  a  very  great  quantity 
of  refinous  material,  a  tinfture  of  it,  made 
with  rectified  fpirit,  bears  to  be  mixed  with 
water  in  any  proportion,  without  the  leafl: 
decompofition  taking  place. 

Experiment  the  Seventeenth. 

Two  drachms  of  willow  bark  in  powder, 
were  mixed  with  four  ounces  of  water,  which 
was  fuft'ered  to  fland  about  two  days  :  (the 
vial  being  frequently  (hook)  the  clear  liquor 
was  then  poured  oft',  and  frefti  water  added  : 
the  affufion  being  repeated  a  great  number 
of  times,  until  the  water  remained  infipid  to 
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the  tafte,  and  colourlefs  on  the  addition  of 
a  few  drops  of  the  folution  of  the  fulphate 
.  of  iron. 

Two  ounces  of  reflified  fpirit  of  wine 
were  then  added  to  the  refiduum ;  after 
{landing  fome  time,  a  few  drops  of  the  fame 
folution  were  added  to  the  clear  liquor,  when 
it  prefently  affumed  a  dark  colour,  with  a 
confiderable  precipitate. 

Experiment  the  Eighteenth. 

Two  drachms  of  willow  bark  in  powder, 
were  mixed  with  four  ounces  of  reflified 
fpirit  of  wine,  which  flood  fix  days ;  the 
clear  liquor  was  then  poured  off,  and  frefii 
added,  different  times,  until  it  remained 
colourlefs  on  the  addition  of  the  folution 
of  the  fulphate  of  iron. 

Two  ounces  of  water  were  then  added  to 
the  refiduum ;  after  Handing  fome  time,  a 
few  drops  of  the  folution  were  added  to  the 
clear  liquor,  which  produced  no  change. 

Thus  we  find  that  reftified  fpirit  is  capable 
of  extra6ling  all  the  aftringency  of  this  bark, 
whilfl  water  is  not. 
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Having  thus  given  a  view  of  the  chemical 
properties  of  the  Willow  Bark,  I  now  pro¬ 
ceed  to  relate  thofe  CASES  wherein  its  be¬ 
neficial  effefts  appeared  the  mofl:  decided. 


Cafe  the  Firjl. 

Feb.  22d.  Jof.  Purnell,  aged  about  thirty 
years ;  was  feized  with  a  Tertian  Ague 
about  a  fortnight  ago.  In  confequence  of 
his  having  taken  fome  medicine  the  cold 
fit  is  flopped,  (which  he  has  miffed  thrice) 
but  the  hot  paroxyfm  continues  to  recur  at 
the  ufual  time,  and  as  violent  as  when  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  cold  llage. 

Sumat  Decoft.  Salicis  Latifol.  Sj  qter  die. 

2^th.  Has  had  no  hot  fit  fince  he  begun 
the  decoftion. 

Repet.  Decoftum  Salic. 

March  Has  had  no  return  either  of 
the  cold  or  hot  fit,  therefore  difcontinued 
the  deco6iion. 


Cafe 
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Cafe  the  Second. 

May  24j^h.  Ann  Milfom,  aged  about  four 
years  ;  has  had  a  Quotidian  Ague  feven 
weeks,  in  confequence  of  which  her  ftrength 
is  very  much  reduced. 

Pulv.  Ipecac,  gr.  viij.  Vefper.  fumend. 

Sumat.  Deco£h  Salic  gls  3tia.  quaq.hora. 

Two  days  after  fhe  begun  the  de- 
coftion  the  ague  left  her. 

Repet.  Decoft. 

June  Qth.  The  ague  has  returned  as  vio¬ 
lent  as  at  fi'rft,  but  fhe  has  not  taken  the  de- 
cottion  regular  fince  the  laft  report.  Ra¬ 
ther  coftive,  and  belly  large. 

R.  Pulv.  Rhubarb  gr.  xij. 

Kali  Tartar  gr.  xv.  f.  pulv.  mane  fumend. 

Sumat.  Decoft.  Salic  tertia  quaq.  hora. 

•  fh.  Has  had  no  return  of  the  ague  fince 
file  begun  the  decoftion  again.  Has  a  very 
troLiblefome  cough. 

Repet.  Deco6l. 

Sumat.  Syr.  Papav.  alb.  3j  omn.  nofte. 

Has  had  no  return  of  the  ague,  and 
the  cough  is  much  abated. 

Repet.  Syr.  Papav.  alb. 

'  And 
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And  alfo  defired  fhe  might  continue  the 
deco6lion  a  while  longer  to  prevent  a 
return. 


Cafe  the  Third. 

July  22d.  Frances  Heath,  aged  about 
twenty  years  ;  for  feveral  days  paft  (he  has 
had  hot  fluflriTngs,  which  come  on  regularly 
about  noon  ;  they  are  not  preceded  by 
any  fenfe  of  coldnefs,  nor  attended  with 
any  other  particular  febrile  fymptom.  Some 
time  paft  fhe  had  laboured  under  chlo- 
rolls,  but  the  catamenia  have  appeared  in  a 
regular  manner.  Appetite  good,  belly  na¬ 
tural. 

Sumat.  Decofl;.  Salicis  4ta.quaq.h0ra. 

2^th.  The  hot  fluftiings  are  not  fo  violent. 

Repet.  Decoftum. 

2?ith.  The  hot  fluftiings  are  confiderably 
abated.  Bowels  coftive. 

R  Pulv.  Rhabarb  gr.  xv. 

Kali  Tartar  fs.  f.  pulv,  mane  fumend. 

Repet.  Deco6lum. 

Augujl  10th.  The  hot  flufhings  have  en¬ 
tirely  left  her.  Complains  of  having  a  flight 

C  4  pain 
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pain  in  her  ftomach.  It  being  near  the  men- 
ftrual  period,  (he  difcontinued  the  decodion. 
Had  no  return  of  the  complaint.  .  ^ 

V 

^  .  Cafe  the  Fourth. 

June  iith.  Geo.  Longford,  about  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age  ;  complains  of  pain  of  his 
head  and  bowels,  attended  with  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea.  Quick  pulfe,  fkin  hot,  thirft, 
tongue  white.  He  has  been  ill  about  three 
days. 

R  Pulv.  Ipecac,  gr.  xv.  Vefper  fumend. 

R  Pulv.  Rhubarb  gr.  xij. 

Kali  Tartar  ^i  f.  puIV.  mane  fumend. 

And  alfo  a  faline  cordial  draught,  to  be 
taken  every  four  hours. 

i6th.  The  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  are 
abated,  but  ftill  complains  of  head-ach  and 
chillinefs ;  the  latter  comes  on  every  day 
about  noon,  and  continues  fomp  hours, 
after  which. a  confiderable  heat  fupervenes. 

Sumat.  Decoft.  Salicis  gj ;  4ta.  quaq. 
hora, 

i8^A.  The  chillinefs  has  not  been  fo  vio¬ 
lent  fince  he  begun  the  deco6lion. 


Repet. 
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Repet.  Decoflum  Salicis. 

The  chillinefs  has  entirely  left  him. 
He  is  gaining  ftrength,  and  his  appetite 
mends.  Still  complains  of  a  trifling  head- 
ach. 

Repet.  Decoftum. 

In  a  fliort  time  he  perfedly  recovered. 

Cafe  the  Fifth, 

William  Pike,  upwards  of  forty  years 
of  age;  after  a  violent  attack  of  febrile 
fymptoms,  accompanied  with  a  cough,  pain 
of  the  breaft,  and  dyfpnoea ;  (which  were 
relieved  by  faline  and  antimonial  medi¬ 
cines,  &c.)  he  complained  of  an  inward 
heat,  and  felt  (as  he  exprefled  it)  as  if  fire 
was  coming  out  of  his  mouth ;  which  fen- 
fation  commonly  returned  twice  in  the 
twenty-four  hours,  continued  fome  time, 
and  was  very  troublefome.  He  had  no 
pain,  and  his  appetite  was  now  tolerable 
good.  Bowels  were  coftive,  to  obviate 
which  he  took  fome  laxative  eleftuary  occa- 
fionally.  He  was  likewife  dire£led  to  take 

two 
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two  fpoonfuls  of  yellow  bark  decoftion, 
four  times  a-day ;  which  he  continued  a 
few  days  without  finding  any  relief.  He 
was  then  direfted  to  take  the  fame  quan¬ 
tity  of  willow  bark  deco6iion,  four  times 
a-day,  inflead  of  the  decoftion  of  yellow 
bark ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  two  days  after 
he  begun  the  willow,  the  heat  was  confi- 
derably  abated  ;  although  he  had  flight  re¬ 
turns  of  it  at  the  ufual  time.  He  continued 
the  deco6tion  about  a  week  longer,  when 
he  was  perfectly  free  from  complaint. 

Cafe  the  Sixth. 

Feb.  i']th.  John  Eades,  upwards  of  forty 
'  years  of  age  ;  complains  of  a  great  inward 
heat,  (as  he  expreffes  it)  which  is  mofl:  vio¬ 
lent  at  night,  attended  with  confiderable 
thirfi.  He  does  not  perfpire  any.  Has  four 
or  five  ftools  in  the  day  ;  and  is  obliged  to 
make  water  as  foon  as  he  drinks  any  thing. 
Pulfe  quick,  tongue  white;  is  much  re¬ 
duced  in  ftrengthi  The  above  fymptoms 
have  been  gradually  increafing  between  three 
and  four  months. 


R  De- 
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B:  Decoft.  Salic.  Ibfs. 

Tin6i:.  Catechu.  3ij.  m.  Sumat.  Coch,  ij. 
ter.  die. 

2.0th.  Much  the  fame,  except  that  the  di¬ 
arrhoea  is  rather  better. 

Repet,  Decoftum. 

R  Pulv.  Ipecac. 

Opii  aa  gr.  i.  f.  pil.  omn.  no6le  fumend. 

2^d.  Feels  himfelf  much  better.  The 
heat  and  thirft  are  confiderably  abated,  and 
does  not  make  water  fo  fuddenly  after  drink- 
ing. 

Repet.  Decoft.  et  Pilul. 

26th.  Continues  mending. 

Repet.  Med. 

April  22d.  For  fome  time  felt  himfelf 
much  better,  but  being  obliged  to  work  in 
the  gardens,  and  the  weather  rather  fevere  ; 
expofed  him  to  repeated  colds.  He  there¬ 
fore  had  a  recurrence  of  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  for  which  he  at  firfl:  applied  ;  except 
that  he  made  his  water  quite  natural.  Had 
a  trifling  cough. 

Sumat.  Decoft.  Salic.  qta.  quaq.  hora, 

R,  Pulv.  Rhubarb  gr.  xv. 

Kali  Tart,  3fs  m.  f,  pulv,  mane  fumend. 

Pil. 
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Pil.  Opiat.  gr.  i.  omn.  nofte  fumend. 

2,6th,  His  bowels  are  more  regular,  and  is 
not  fo  hot  at  night. 

Repet.  Decofl.  et  Pil.  Opiat, 

He  continued  the  decoftion  home  time, 
but  without  any  further  benefit  being  de¬ 
rived  from  it.  He  went  into  the  country, 
and  remained  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation 
during  the  fummer ;  but,  on  the  approach 
of  winter,  his  complaints  (without  any 
other  means  being  ufed)  went  entirely  off; 
he  gained  his  ftrength,  and  was  able  to 
follow  his  bufinefs  throughout  the  winter 
as  ufual. 


Cafe  the  Seventh. 

0£l.  12th.  A.  Nott,  aged  about  forty 
years  ;  complains  of  pain  of  her  head,  deaf- 
nefs,  and  general  debility.  Pulfe  quick, 
tongue  tolerable  clean  and  moift.  Has  a 

o 

febrile  acceifion  every  day,  fucceeded  by 
perfpiration.  At  the  beginning  of  the  at¬ 
tack,  which  was  about  three  weeks  ago,  fhe 
had  a  vomiting  and  diarrhoea,  but  both  have 
ceafed  fome  time. 


Sumat. 
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Sumat.  Pulv.  Cort.  Salicis  3fs  4ta.  quaq. 
hora, 

i^th.  Is  rather  better. 

Repet.  Pulver. 

i^th.  The  febrile  acceflion  and  fv/eating 
are  much  abated. 

Repet.  Pulv. 

i6th.  Much  the  fame. 

Repet.  Pulv. 

i^th.  Feels  herfelf  much  better,  and  her 
ftrength  increafes.  Bowels  coftive. 

Sumat.  Hauft.  Purg.  eras  mane. 

Repet.  Pulv. 

20th,  Difcharged,  cured. 

Cafe  the  Eighth. 

OElober  if.  J.  Debank,  aged  6  years ;  was 
feized  about  a  fortnight  ago  with  a  violent 
pain  of  her  head,  and  back ;  ficknefs,  third:, 
thick  fur  on  the  tongue,  fldn  hot,  pulfe 
quick‘s  belly  regular.  Has  taken  an  eme¬ 
tic^  and  the  faline  draughts  in  the  elfer- 
vefeing  date.  Alfo  had  a  blider  applied 
between  the  dioulders. 

She  is  now  free  from  pain,  tongue  tolera¬ 
bly 
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bly  clean,  and  fkin  not  fo  hot.  Pulfe  is 
ftill  quick ;  and  fhe  has  a  feverifli  acceffion 
every  evening  about  fix  o’clock. 

SumatDeco6l.  Salic.  §is  qta.  quaq.  hora. 

061,  'jth.  The  hot  paroxyfm  recurs,  but 
not  fo  violent;  her  appetite  is  confiderably 
mended,  and  is  gaining  ftrength. 

Repet  Decoftum. 

loth.  The  recurrence  of  the  febrile  accef¬ 
fion  is  fcarcely  perceivable,  and  then  not 
until  morning.  Her  appetite  is  very  good, 
and  gains  ftrength. 

Repet  Decoftum. 

i^th.  Has  been  quite  well  for  feveral 
days. 

Difcharged  cured. 

Cafe  the  Ninths 

Nov.  4.th.  William  Golefney,  aged  about 
thirty  years ;  of  a  common  fanguine  tem¬ 
perament  :  was  feized  about  ten  weeks  ago, 
with  chillinefs,  which  was  foon  followed  by 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea ;  and  fometimes 
his  ftools  were  mixed  with  blood.  The 
vomiting  has  ceafed  for  fome  time;  but 

the 
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the  diarrhoea  continued  till  about  a  week 
ago.  He  now  complains  of  a  feverifh  ac- 
celTion  which  comes  on  every  night  at  ten 
o’clock;  it  is  neither  preceded  by  any  fenfe 
of  coldnefs,  nor  followed  by  any  perfpira- 
tion.  Has  confxderable  thirft,  tongue  clean, 
pulfe  fmall  and  quick. 

Sumat  Deco6i.  Salic.  §j  qta.  quaq.  hora. 

Nov,  9>th,  The  hot  paroxyfm  does  not  re¬ 
turn  till  between  five  and  fix  o’clock  in  the 
morning;  and  then  very  flight.  His  appe¬ 
tite  is  confiderably  mended,  and  feels  (as 
he  exprelfes  it)  flronger  in  his  infide.  Has 
no  return  of  the  diarrhoea* 

Repet  Decoftum. 

22d.  A  few  days  ago  he  had  a  flight  re¬ 
turn  of  the  diarrhoea,  when  he  took  a  few 
grains  of  rhubarb  and  calomel :  fince  which, 
the  diarrhoea  has  entirely  left  him.  Feels 
quite  flrong,  and  has  not  had  the  leaft  re¬ 
turn  of  the  hot  fit  for  three  or  four  days. 

Repet  Decoftum. 

In  a  few  days  he  was  difcharged  cured. 


Cafe 
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Cafe  the  Tenth. 

\  ' 

OSl.  6th.  Sarah  Fudge,  aged  thirty-fix  ; 
was  feized  five  days  ago,  with  a  pain  of  her 
head  and  back.  She  is  often  very  chilly  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  which  is  fucceeded 
by  hot  flufhings  and  perfpiratiori.  Her  ap¬ 
petite  is  bad,  but  has  no  ficknefs  :  tongue 
tolerably  clean,  pulfe  quick,  fkin  rather 
hot,  thirfty,  belly  regular. 

Sumat  Decoft.  Salic.  5j  4ta  quaq.  hora. 

OB.  ^ih.  Complains  of  having  much  pain 
of  her  back. 

Repet  Deco6ium. 

Sumat  Pil.  Opiat.  gr.j  omn.  nofte. 

^th.  Pain  of  her  head  and  back,  are  much 
better ;  and  does  not  feel  fo  chilly.  The 
hotflufiiings  and  perfpiration  continue  nearly 
the  fame. 

Repet  Decoft.  et  Pilul. 

wth.  Is  ftill  better. 

Repet  Decoftum. 

\^th.  She  is  entirely  free  from  pain; 
the  chillinefs  has  left  her:  the  hot  flufti- 
ings  and  perfpiration  are  confiderably  abat¬ 
ed. 
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ed.  Feels  ftronger;  appetite  better ;  fkin 
cool;  pulfe  weak,  but  not  in  the  leaft 
quick. 

Repet.  Decoflum. 

I'jtk,  Feels  no  complaint,  but  debility. 
Repet.  Decoft. 

Is  gaining  ftrength. 

•  Repet.  Med. 

2^th.  Quite  recovered. 

Cafe  the  Eleventh, 

June  ^rd,  Martha  Comber,  aged  about 
forty  ;  complains  of  having  had  for  feveral 
weeks  paft  chilly  fits,  which  come  on  fre¬ 
quently  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  ;  (but  at  no 
regular  time)  which  are  attended  with  other 
flight  febrile  fymptoms;  and  is  often  lick. 
Bowels  coftive. 

R  Pulv.  Ipecac.  9].  Vefper  fumend. 

R  Pulv.  Rhubarb,  grs.  xv. 

Kali  Tartar,  fs  m.  f.  pulv.  eras  mane  fu¬ 
mend. 

R  Mift.  Salin.  Ibfi. 

Confec.  Aromat.'sij.  m.  Sumat  Coch.  ji. 
4ter  die. 

10th, 
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lO^A.  The  ficknefs  is  abated;  but  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  chillinefs  is  ftill  as  frequent  as 
before. 

Sumat.  Decoft.  Salic.  Sj  4ta.  quaq.  hora. 

lylL  The  chilly  fits  are  neither  fo  violent 
nor  fo  frequent,  and  feels  herfelf  much 
flronger. 

Repet.  Decoftum. 

In  a  fhort  time  fhe  recovered  her  health 
and  ftrength.  - 

Ca/e  the  Twelfth. 

0 Bober  12th,  A.  Lane,  aged  about  thirty 
years ;  complains  of  pain  of  her  back,  weak- 
nefs,  giddinefs,  and  diarrhoea  ;  the  latter  is 
fomewhat  abated  ^to-day.  She  has  been  ill 
about  three  weeks ;  and  was  at  firft  attacked 
with  common  febrile  fymptoms,  of  which 
there  is  now  a  confiderable  remilTion. 

Sumat.  Pulv.  Cort.  Salicis  latifol.  9]  4ter 
die. 

i^th.  Feels  herfelf  rather  better.  The  di-. 
arrhoea  has  entirely  ceafed. 

Repet.  Pulv. 

16th:  Continues  mending.  No-return  of 
the  diarrhoea. 

Repet. 


C  35  3 


Repet.  Pulv. 

2^th.  Difcharged  curedi 

Cafe  the  Thirteenth, 

Odoher  i^th.  A.  Marfli,  aged  about  thir¬ 
ty-five  years  ;  of  a  mufcular  fanguine  tern- 
peramenti  complains  of  pain  of  his  head, 
third,  tongue  white^  pulfe  quick,  (kin  hot, 
belly  regular.  He  was  attacked  about  a 
week  ago  with  Ihivering  and  head-ach. 

Sumat.  Hauft.  Salin.  cum  Vin.  Antim.  4tai 
quaq.  horai. 

i/^th.  Feverilh  fymptoms  rather  abated, 
and  he  is  not  fo  much  in  pain. 

Sumat.  Pulv*  Cort*  Salic.  3fl4taVquaqi 
hora. 

Omitt.  Hauft.  Salin. 

i^tL  He  is  nearly  free  from  pain,  pulfe 
natural,  tongue  clean. 

Repet.  Pulv. 

iph.  Continues  getting  better.  Bowels 
coftive. 

Sumat.  Hauft.  purg.  eras  mane* 

Repet.  Pulv. 

24^A.  Has  a  return  of  febrile  fymptoms 

D  2  to-day. 
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to-day,  after  being  a  week  entirely  free  from 
them, 

R  Pulv.  Antimon.  gr.  Ij. 

- -  Contrayer  comp.  gr.  x.  f.  pulv. 

Sumat.  i.  4ta.  quaq.  hora. 

Omitt.  Pulv.  Cort.  Salic. 

Complains  of  violent  pain  of  his 
head,  with  an  appearance  of  delirium  com¬ 
ing  on. 

Applic.  Empl,  Canth.  pone  aures. 

Sumat.  Hauft.  Salin.  qta.  quaq.  hor. 

2^th,  His  head  is  confiderably  relieved ; 
and  there  is  alfo  a  remiffion  of  febrile  fymp- 
toms  again :  great  debility. 

Sumat.  Pulv.  Cort.  Salic,  ut  prius. 

Omitt.  Hauft.  Salin. 

In  a  few  days  he  recovered  his  ftrength, 
and  was  difcharged  cured. 

Cafe  the  Fourteenth. 

Jan.  3172.  Mary  Mafon,  aged  about  thir¬ 
ty  years  ;  of  a  delicate  conftitution  :  com¬ 
plained  of  having  frequently  chilly  fits  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  fucceeded  by  hot  flufh- 
ings ;  which  were  attended  with  a  ftate  of  ' 

gene- 
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general  debility,  and  lofs  of  appetite.  Very 
lately  recovered  from  a  fevere  attack  of  low 
fever. 

Sumat.  Decoft.  Salicis  Sj  ter.  die. 

Feb,  jth.  The  chilly  fits  have  entirely  left 
her,  feels  herfelf  ftronger,  and  her  appetite 
is  confiderably  mended. 

Repet.  Decoftum. 

1 7^4.  She  is  perfeftly  recovered. 

Cafe  the  Fifteenth, 

June  12th,  Sarah  Dowfon,  about  forty 
years  ;  complains  of  general  weaknefs,  lofs 
of  appetite,  and  of  being  often  chilly  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day :  which  is  attended  with 
other  flight  febrile  fymptoms.  Belly  regu¬ 
lar.  She  has  felt  herfelf  in  this  fituation  fe- 
veral  weeks  paft. 

R  Mift.  Salin.  Sviij. 

Vin.  Antimon.  g''.  6o.  m.  Sumat,  coch.  ij. 
ter.  die. 

igth.  She  is  much  the  fame  as  laft.  Bow¬ 
els  not  fufficiently  open. 

Repet.  Miftur. 

And  a  laxative  to  be  taken  in  the  morning. 

D  3  •  26tL 
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26th.  Feels  herfelf  no  better. 

Sumat.  Decoft.  Salicis  4ter  die. 

2gth.  She  is  not  fo  chilly,  her  appetite 
rather  better,  and  feels  fomewhat  ftronger. 

'Repet.  Decoftum. 

July  2d,  Is  much  better.  The  catamenia 
have  appeared. 

^  Omitt.  Decoftum. 

^th.  Catamenia  have  ceafed.  Continues 
mending. 

Repet.  Deco6lum. 

2gth,  Difcharged  cured. 

Cafe  the  Sixteenth, 

May  ^th,  James  Blower,  aged  about  thirr 
ty-fix  years ;  for  fome  time  paft  has  felt  a 
general  weaknefs,  and  trembling  :  alfo  two 
or  three  times  a-day  a  fweating  comes  on. 
Kis  appetite  is  very  much  impaired ;  and 
coriiplains  of  being  troubled  with  wind  in  his 
ftomach.  Belly  regular.  His  face  has  ra¬ 
ther  an  oedematous  appearance.  Was  very 
ill  about  a  year  ago  with  anafarca,  from 
which  he  perfeftly  recovered. 

R  Deco6t.  Salicis  IbB. 

*  V  \  •  V  I  . 
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Tin6l.  Aromat.  3ij  m.  Sumat.  Cocli.  ij.  ter. 
die, 

I2ih.  Feels  himfelf  free  from  complaint; 
but  has  not  quite  recovered  his  ftrength. 
Repet.  Decoftum. 

In  a  fliort  time  he  was  perfeftly  reftored 
to  health. 


Cafe  the  Seventeenth. 

May  loth.  Jane  Gollins,  aged  about  forty 
years ;  complains  of  having  had,  for  fome 
time  paft,  pains  of  the  lower  extremities, 
attended  with  frequent  irregular  returns  of 
chilly  fits  ;  and  lafl:  night  fhe  had  a  complete 
fhivering  fit,  as  in  the  ague.  Complains  alfo 
of  licknefs  and  thirft,  tongue  white,  pulfe 
quick,  belly  regular. 

Sumat.  Pulv,  Ipecac.  9]  Vefper. 

R  Deco6f.  Cort.  Salic.  §xij, 

Pulv.  Cort.  Salic.  3ij. 

TinQ,  Serpent  3fs  m,  Sumat.  Coch,  ij  qter 
die. 

ijth.  She  is  rather  better,  but  has.not  tak¬ 
en  the  mixture  regularly.  Has  had  two  cold 
fits  fince,  and  more  or  lefs  of  fever  every 
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day,  which  does  not  recur  at  any  particular, 
time.  Bowels  have  been  too  open  fince  (he 
begun  the  decoftion.  She  was  direfted  to 
take  three  table-fpoonfuls  of  the  decoftion 
every  three  hours  without  the  powder. 

20th.  Has  had  neither  cold  nor  hot  fit 
fince  the  laft  report,  till  to-day,  when  flie 
had  a  cold  fit,  which  was  followed  by  per- 
fpiration.  Diarrhoea  has  ceafed. 

Repet.  Deco6tum. 

2/^th,  Has  had ‘one  hot  fit,  without  being 
preceded  by  any  coldnefs.  Feels  herfelf 
ftronger,  and  her  appetite  is  confiderably 
mended.  ^ 

Repet.  Decoftum. 

'She  has  had  neither  cold  nor  hot 
fit  fince  the  2^th,  and  is  ftill  gaining  flrength. 

Repet.  Deco6ium.  » 

June  Continues  mending.  The  medi¬ 
cine  gives  her  fuch  an  appetite,  that  fhe  can 
fcarce  get  food  enough  to  fatisfy  it. 

Repet,  Decoftum. 

She  left  off  attending,  but  afterwards  faw 
her  when  fhe  appeared  to  be  very  well. 


/ 


Cafe 


[  41  ] 

Cafe  the  Eighteenth. 

Sarah  Thomas,  aged  7  years  :  had  been 
for  feveral  weeks  afflicted,  with  a  fcrofulous 
eruption  on  her  face  ;  and  likewife  one  of 
her  legs  was  fuperficially  ulcerated  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts.  She  had  taken  calomel  in  fmall 
dofes  for  a  confiderable  time,  without  any 
apparent  benefit :  rather  the  contrary,  as 
the  general  ftate  of  her  health  was  worfe, 
and  her  appetite  much  impaired.  The  ul¬ 
cerations  of  her  leg  alfo  (hewing  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  fpread. 

The  decoftion  of  the  broaddeaved  willow 
bark  was  now  prefcribed  for  her,  of  which 
file  took  a  table-fpoonful  three  times  a-day. 
A  little  extraft  of  liquorice  was  diffolved  in 
the  decoftion  to  make  it  more  agreeable. 

After  purfuing  this  plan  a  few  weeks,  (he 
perfeftl  y  recovered  her  appetite  and  ftrength. 
The  eruption  on  her  face  entirely  difappear- 
ed,  and  the  ulcerations  of  her  leg  healed. 

Cafe  the  Nineteenth. 

Feb.  6th.  Mary  Nutt,  aged  three  years 
and  a  half ;  of  a  very  delicate  habit.  After 

the 
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the  fmall-pox  which  flie  had  in  the  natural 
way,  and  alfo  very  numerous ;  Several  fcro- 
fulous  tumours  appeared  in  different  parts 
of  her  body,  fome  of  which  broke.  She 
was  very  weak,  and  had  very  little  appetite. 
She  had  taken  a  few  dofes  of  calomel  and 
rhubarb. 

Sumat  Decoft,  Salicis  5fs  ter.  die. 

loth.  She  is  much  the  fame,  except  that 
her  appetite  is  rather  better. 

Repet.  Deco6lum. 

l6th.  Has  a  very  troublefome  cough,  in 
other  refpefts  much  the  fame  as  laft.  The 
decoftion  was  omitted,  and  a  mucilaginous 
mixture  ordered  on  account  of  the  cough. 

22d,  The  cough  is  much  abated,  ftill  con^ 
tinues  very  weak. 

Repet,  Decoftum  Salic. 

March  ^d.  She  gains  ftrength,  and  there 
is  very  little  difcharge  from  the  fores. 

iith.  She  appears  to  be  nearly  well. 

Repet.  Decoftum. 

In  a  fhort  time  fhe  perfeftly  recovered  her 
health  and  ftrength. 

Cafe  the  Twentieth, 

Nov,^d,  Elizabeth  Newland,  aged  forty; 

for 
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for  feveral  months  paft  (he  has  had  a  flight 
Prolapfus  Uteri,  and  Fluor  Albus,  with  pain 
of  the  back.  The  prolapfus  has  been  much 
worfe  about  three  weeks,  in  confequence  of 
a  cough,  which  (he  has  had  fome  time.  Her 
appetite  is  good,  belly  regular. 

Sumat  Deco6t.  Salic.  §j.  ter.  die,  et  Pil, 
Opiat.  gr.  j.  omn.  noSe. 

8th.  Prolapfus  is  not  fo  troublefome,  the  . 
4ircharge  is  lefs,  and  the  cough  is  alfo  better. 

Repet.  Deco6lumi  Opiat. 

2i/t,  Feels  herfelf  entirely  free  from  the 
jdifcharge ;  has  not  the  leafl:  appearance  of 
the  prolapfus ;  and  has  no  complaint  what¬ 
ever. 

pifcharged,  cured. 

Cafe  the  Twenty  frf. 

March  28th.  Sarah  Hulance,  aged  about 
fifty  years ;  for  fome  years  the  has  been  trou¬ 
bled  with  a  Prolapfus  Uteri,  which  becomes 
ftill  more  troublefome;  accompanied  with 
Fluor  Albus,  confiderable  pain  of  the  back, 
and  general  weaknefs.  A  Peffary  was  pro- 
pofed  to  her,  but.  as  flie  objefted  to  wearing 
it,  the  following  was  prefciibed. 


RDe- 
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R  Decoft.  Salicis  Ifels. 

Tinft. Catechu.  3!].  m.  SumatCoch.  ij.ter 
die. 

Sumat  Pil.  Opiat.  gr.  j.  omn.  nocte.  i 

April  26th,  She  has  continued  the  decoc-  • 
tion  regular  fince  the  twenty-eighth  of  laft  ' 
month;  feels  herfelf  much  ftronger,  the  dif- 
charge  is  lefs  and  thicker.  The  uterus  does 
not  defcend  fo  low  as  before.  f 

Repet.  Decoft.  et  Pil.  Opiat. 

Defired  her  like  wife  to  ufe  the  deco£lion 
as  an  inje6lion,  two  or  three  times  a-day. 

May  ijth.  The  prolapfus  is  very  little 

trouble  to  her,  has  no  difcharge,  and  feels 
herfelf  better  than  fhe  has  been  for  fome 
years. 

Repet.  Deco6lum. 

June  loth.  DifcKargcd,  cured. 

f 

Cafe  the  Twenty  fecond, 

April  gth.  S.  F.  a  married  woman,  aged^ 
about  thirty  years  ;  has  been  for  a  confide-l 
rable  time  paft  troubled  with  Fluor  Albus  J 
and  pain  of  the  back.  Formerly  the  had 
had*  venereal  fymptoms;  on  which  account^ 
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it  was  judged  proper  for  her  to  take  a  weak 
mercurial  preparation  :  which  (he  continued 
fometime,  and  likewife  ufed  an  aftringent 
injeftion.  Finding  that  fhe  got  very  little 
better  with  this  plan,  the  mercury  was  left 
off.  She  perfevered  in  the  ufe  of  a  ftrong 
vitriolic  inje6iion  fome  time  longer,  and  al- 
fo  took  an  opiate  pill  at  night,  as  flie  was 
ftill  in  pain.  Notwithflanding  the  difcharge 
continued,  (though  not  quite  fo  much  as  at 
firfl)  and  felt  herfelf  rather  weaker. 

She  was  now  direfted  to  take  two  table- 
fpoonfuls  of  the  willow  decoction  four  times 
a-day,  and  to  continue  the  injection. 

26th.  Feels  herfelf  ftronger,  and  the  dif¬ 
charge  is  confiderably  leffened. 

Repet.  Decoct,  et  inject. 

May  10th.  Continues  mending. 

Repet.  Decorum. 

20th,  Feels  perfeftly  well. 

Cafe  the  Twenty -third. 

May  10th,  Ann  Tiley,  aged  about  forty 
years;  complains  of  a  general  weaknefs, 
and  lofs  of  appetite.  Has  had  a  Prolapfus 
Uteri  fome  time,  and  which  is  now  become 

fo 
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fo  very  troublefome  as  to  render  heralnioft 
incapable  of  doing  any  thing.  Belly  regu-. 
lar. 

Sumat  Deco61:.  Salicis,  5j.  4ter.  die. 

i^th.  She  is  much  the  fame,  except  that 
her  appetite  is  rather  better. 

Repet.  Decotium. 

i8tL  Feels  herfelf  ftronger.  Her  appe¬ 
tite  is  confiderably  mended ;  and  the  pro- 
lapfus  is  lefs  troublefome. 

Repet.  Decoctum. 

Continues  mending  in  every  refpect. 

Repet.  Decoftum. 

June  i^th.  She  is  ftill  better,  but  has  not 
taken  the  decoction  regularly. 

Repet.  Decoctum. 

She  did  not  attend  again,  but  *  have  no 
doubt  as  to  her  getting  well. 

Cafe  the  Twenty -fourth. 

Feb.  Ti^th.  jane  Smith,  aged  about  thirty 
years;  who  was  very  much  afflicted  with  the 
rheumatifm  in  the  lower  extremities ;  fo  that 
(he  was  fcarce  able  to  move.  Alfo  with- flu- 
or  albus,  pain,  and  weaknefs  of  the  back.  , 

Sumat  Decoct.  Salic.  3j.  ter.  die. 


She 
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She  was  likewife  ordered  the  warm  bath^ 
and  to  take  an  opiate  pill  at  night. 

2otK  Feels  herfelf  ftronger:  the  difcharge 
is  lefs. 

Repet.  Decoct.  4ter  die  fumend. 

Cont".  Bain,  et  Pil.  Opiat. 

March  iith.  Has  very  little  difcharge, 
and  gains  ftrength. 

Repet.  Decoct,  &c. 

i^th.  Continues  mending. 

Repet.  Remed. 

April  22d.  Her  rheumatic  complaint  is 
not  entirely  removed,  but  in  other  refpects 
fhe  feels  herfelf  well. 


A  Young  Lady  of  my  acquaintance,  had  been  for  a  conlidera- 
ble  length  of  time  troubled  with  violent  fpafms  of  the  ftomach  ; 
the  recurrence  of  which  were  fo  frequent,  and  fevere,  that  Ihe 
was  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  very  great  debility,  and  almolt  total  lofs 
of  appetite.  Camphor,  ^ther,  Opium,  Steel,  &c.  were  pre- 
fcribed  ;  which  only  afforded  her  a  temporary  relief.  She  was 
advifed  by  an  eminent  Phyfician  in  London  to  make  trial  of  the 
Bath  Waters,  which  ftie  drank  about  fix  weeks,  and  alfo  bathed, 
but  felt  very  little  benefit  from  either,  I  recommended  to  her 
the  willow  decodion  ;  (to  half  a  pint  of  the  decocffion,  two 
drachms  of  Spirit,  ^ther.  Vitriol,  comp,  were  added),  an  ounce 
to  be  taken  three  or  four  times  a-day.  In  a  few  days  there  was 
an  amendment  in  her  appetite,  and  in  a  fhort  time  it  became  quite 
natural ;  and  her  ftomach  capable  of  digefting  any  kind  of  food. 
The  fpafms  likewife  gradually  decreafed  in  violence,  and  frequen¬ 
cy  ;  which  have  entirely  left  her  for  feveral  months.  After  tak¬ 
ing  the  decodion,  fhe  drank  the  waters  again  ;  and  I  believe  with 
great  advantage,  as  fhe  is  reftored  to  a  confiderable  degree  of 
health  and  ftrength. 


Its  Medical  Properties.  ‘  " 

It  is  a  fa6l  with  which  Pra6litioners  are 
well  acquainted,  that  the  exhibition  of  the 
Cinchona,  is  frequently  attended  with  a 
derangement  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels  ; 
fometimes  occafioning  in  the  former,  a  fenfe 
of  weight  and  oppreflion,  while  in  the  latter, 
inducing  either  a  ftate  of  coftivenefs,  or  a 
troublefome  diarrhoea :  hence  recourfe  is 
often  had  to  aromatics,  opium,  &c.  to  aid  its 
operation, 

-  I  have  to  fay  in  favour  of  the  willow,  that 
except  in  a  Angle  inftance,  (which  may  be 
noticed  in  the  cafe  of  Collins)  I  never  found 
it  to  difagree  with  the  ftomach,  or  bowels. 
For  it  has  fometimes  been  adrainiftered  im¬ 
mediately  on  the  teafing  of  a  diarrhoea, 
without  occafioning  the  leaft  recurrence  of 
the  complaint:  and  fome  cafes  attended  with 
diarrhoea  have  been  checked  by  it.  Neither 
do  I  recolleft  an  inftance  of  any  complaint 
being  made  of  its  occafioning  the  leaft  fenfe 
of  weight,  or  oppreftion  at  the  ftomach. 

^  When 
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When  the  fenfible  efFefts  of  this  bark  on 
the  fyftem,  are  further  compared  with  thofe 
produced  by  the  cinchona ;  it  appears  (from 
numerous  trials)  to  be  very  little  inferior  in 
efficacy  to  the  latter.  The  only  circumftance 
in  which  its  inferiority  appears  to  confift,  is 
its  antifeptic  quality  :  evidently  from  its  pof- 
feffing  lefs  of  the  bitter  principle  than  the 
cinchona  flava.  But  when  confidered  mere¬ 
ly  as  a  tonic,  it  feems  to  me  greatly  fuperior 
in  efficacy. 

It  has  been  a  prevailing  opinion,  that  the 
bark  proves  antifeptic  only  in  proportion  as 
it  increafes  the  tone  and  vigour  of  the  fto* 
mach ;  the  tonic  power  of  the  fyftem  by 
that  means  becoming  proportionably  in- 
creafed,  and  thus  overcoming  the  feptic 
ftate.  But  even  thofe  who  have  maintained 
that  opinion  refpetling  its  modus  operandi, 
have  at  the  fame  time  acknowledged,  that 
we  are  not  to  fuppofe  its  tonic  power  will 
explain  its  operation  in  all  the  difeafes 
where  it  is  employed  with  advantage.'’ 

If  the  mode  juft  alluded  to  were  the  only 
one,  by  which  the  moft  falutary  effefts  are 
frequently  produced  in  confequence  of  the 
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exhibition  of  bark  ;  the  broad-leaved  willow 
appears  to  me  to  poflefs  the  property  of  ref- 
toring  the  tonic  power  of  the  ftomach  and 
fyftem  in  general,  much  more  fpeedily  than 
the  cinchona,  when  given  under  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances.  Although  in  general  I  think 
the  willow  preferable  to  the  cinchona,  at  the 
fame  time  it  ought  to  be  acknowledged,  that 
there  are  fome  cafes  in  which  the  cinchona 
(efpecially  the  flava)  claims  a  fuperiority 
over  the  willow,  and  which  are  thofe,  that 
require  a  remedy  of  a  more  antifeptic  qua¬ 
lity  than  the  willow  appears  to  poffefs.  The 
good  efFe6ls  of  the  willow  feem  entirely  to 
arife  from  its  tonic  property,  whilft  thofe  of 
the  cinchona  are  owing  to  a  peculiar  modifi.- 
cation  of  tonic  and  antifeptic  qualities.'  For  it 
is  very  evident  that  the  aftringent,  and  bitter 
qualities,  are  diftinft  and  feparate  principles,* 
although  very  often  entering  into  a  variety 
of  combinations  with  each  other. 

The  very  accurate  experiments  made  by 
Dr.  Babington,  connefted  with  the  obferva- 
tions  of  others,  clearly  demonftrate  the 
cinchona  flava  to  be  much  fuperior  in  effi¬ 
cacy  to  either  the  red,  or  common  bark,  and 

partir 
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particularly  that  it  is  more  antifeptic  ;  from 
which  circumftance  it  appears  fair  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  that  quality  refides  chiefly  in  the 
bitter  principle  of  the  bark ;  and  which  the  fla- 
va  poflefles  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  the 
other  fpecies.  Alfo  the  various  experiments 
that  have  been  made  by  Dr.  Percival  and 
others,  on  bitters  and  aftringents,  further 
tend  to  prove,  that  the  antifeptic  virtue  is 
more  particularly  attached  to  the  bitter  * 
principle,  than  to  the  aftringent. 

The  idea  of  the  antifeptic  quality  refiding 
chiefly  in  the  bitter  principle,  feems  counte¬ 
nanced  by  Dr.  Saunders,  who  on  the  ufe  of 
the  bile  obferves,  it  is  not  improbable  but 
that,  from  its  bitternefs,  it  poflefles  anti- 
^  feptic  powers  which  are  peculiarly  ufeful 
in  the  inteftinal  canal.  And  experiments, 
executed  with  great  accuracy  and  dexteri- 
ty,  fufficiently  prove  that  it  is  lefs  difpofed 
to  putrify  than  any  other  animal  fluid;  and 
that  it  even  preferves  in  a  fweet  ftate  ani- 
mal  fubflances  which,  when  expofed  to 
fimilar  circumftances  of  fluidity,  and  heat, 
without  the  admixture  of  bile,  would  in  a 
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fhorter  time  have  affumed  the  chara6ler  of 
putrefaction/’ 

After  all  that  has  been  faid  by  different 
authors  on  the  fubjeft,  it  mufl:  be  ackhow- 
ledged,  that  the  aftringent  and  bitter  pro- 
perties  of  bark  do  not  appear  fufficiently 
to  explain  its  operation,  as  there  are  fub- 
^Mlances  in  the  Materia  Medica  more  in- 
tenfely  bitter,  and  others  rnanifeftly  more 
aftringent,  and  yet  no  perfon  has  produced 
by  the  combination  of  thefe,  a  remedy  pof- 
feffed  of  the  efficacy  which  we  are  accuf-  . 
tomed  to  admire  in  good  bark.  It  is 
therefore  better  to  confefs  our  ignorance, 
and' fay  we  are  unacquainted  with  the  prin- 
ciples  on  which  its-aftion  depends,  or  that 
it  is  a  peculiar  modification  of  bitternefs 
with  aftringency,  or  with  fome  other  prin- 
ciple  which  we  (hall  never  perhaps  be  able 
completely  to  detefl.” 

I  omitted  in  the  proper  place  to  remark, 
that  this  bark  yields  a  dark,  ffiining,  gluti¬ 
nous  extraft;  which  is  extremely  bitter,  and 
aftringent'  to  the  tafte. 
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Of  its  EffeBs  in  particular  Difeafes, 

* 

The  willow  bark  decoftion  has  been  giv¬ 
en  with  confiderable  advantage  in  cafes  of 
general  debility,  accompanied  with  lofs  of 
appetite — Intermittents— Remittents — Mild 
cafes  of  Typhus — Convalefcent  ftate  of  all 
Febrile  Complaints — Fluor  Albus — Prolap- 
fus  Uteri, — In  fhort,  in  all  cafes  where  the 
ufe  of  the  bark  as  a  tonic  is  indicated,  its 
exhibiiion  has  been  attended  with  much 
fuccefs. 

As  regular  intermittents  very  feldom  oc¬ 
cur  in  this  place,  there  has  not  been  a  fuffi- 
cient  opportunity  of  giving  it  a  full  trial,  but 
the  few  cafes  in  which  it  has  been  given,  the 
recurrence  of  the  paroxyfms  have  beenftop* 
ped  much  fooner,  1  think,  than  if  the  Cin¬ 
chona  had  been  exhibited.  Fully  anfwering 
the  character  given  of  it  by  Mr.' James,  who 
obferves  ‘‘  It  is  now  more  than  three  years 
fince  I  firft  adminiliered  the  ^  bark  of  the 
broad-leaved  willow  in  the  cure  of  agues, 

E  3  *  and 
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and  intermittent  fevers :  and  from  all  the 
inflances  in  which  I  have  employed  it, 
which  have  not  been  a  few,  from  agues 
being  frequent  in  my  neighbourhood, 
I  have  been  confirmed  in  my  opinion, 
^\of  its  pre-eminence  as  well  over  the  Peru- 
vian  as  every  other  fpecies  of  bark  yet  dif- 
covered.  I  have  in  fome  inflances  admi- 
niftered  firfl  the  Peruvian,  and  afterwards 
the  bark  of  the  common  white  willow,  in  as 
large  a  dofe  as  the  patient  s  ftomach  would 
bear,  and  that  for  a  confiderable  length 
of  time  without  being  able  to  remove  the 
paroxyfm,  but  on  leaving  off  thefe  medi- 
cines,  and  having  recourfe  to  the  decoc- 
tion  of  the  broad-leaved  willow,  the  difor- 
“  der  has  foon  difappeared.” 

‘"In  fhort,  in  all  cafes  of  agues  and  inter- 
“  mittent  fevers,  that  have  come  within  my 
""  praftice,  I  have  found  this  bark,  without 
""  a  fingle  exception,  an  infallible  remedy, 
""  and  I  never  give  the  Peruvian,  unlefs  it  is 
particularly  demanded,  or  preferibed  by 
""  phyficians.” 

We  find  Dr.  Cullen  has  recommended  the 
common  white  willow  as  a  fubflitute  for  the 

cin- 
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cinchona  in  agues.  And  obferves,  the 
few  opportunities  we  have  had  of  employ- 
ing  the  falix  alba  in  intermittent  fevers, 
fhow  that  it  may  be,  in  fome  cafes,  an  ef- 
feftual  remedy.  The  fenfible  qualities 
feem  to  me  to  be  that  of  a  pretty  fl:rong,> 
but  fufficiently  agreeable  bitter,  with  fome- 
what  of  ftypticity.  The  qualities  perfuade 
me  that  it  is  a  valuable  medicine,  and  as 
promifing  a  fubftitute  for  the  Peruvian 
**  bark  as  any  I  have  known  to  be  offered.” 

Dr.  Lewis  alfo,  in  the  Appendix  to 
his  Materia  Medica,  publifhed  in  the  year 
1768,  gives  the  following  account  of  the 
good  effefls  produced  by  the  common  white 
willow  in  intermittents.  The  bark  of  this 
tree  has  lately  been  found  an  ufeful  medi- 
cine  in  agues,  of  which  many  perfons 
have  been  cured  by  taking  a  dram  of  the 
powdered  bark  every  four  hours,  during 
the  intermiffions,  though  in  fome  cafes  it 
""  was  neceffary  to  join  to  it  a  little  Peruvian 
bark.” 

If  fuch  virtues  are  aferibed  to  the  common 
willow,  which  is  certainly  inferior  in  efficacy 
to  the  broad-leaved  fpecies,  what  greater 

E  A  advan- 


advantages  then  are  we  not  to  expe6l  from 
the  latter? 

I  have  had  an  extenfive  opportunity  of 
obferving  the  moft  beneficial  effefls  being, 
produced,  in  confequence  of  the  exhibition 
of  this  bark  in  febrile  complaints,  having  a 
tendency  to  a^remiffion,  though  not  of  a  re-- 
gular  type,  attended  with  debility. 

And  in  cafes  of  mild  typhus,  where  there 
is  a  remiffion  of  the  febrile  fymptoms,  and 
the  fyftem  left  in  a  ftate  of  morbid  irritabili¬ 
ty,  or  inirritability  ;  (according  to  Dr.  Dar¬ 
win)  in  which  cafe  the  pulfe  ftill  remains 
weak,  fmall,  and  quick. 

But  when  fevers  affume  a  putrid,  or  ma¬ 
lignant  appearance,  as  the  willow  evidently 
pofTeffes  a  lefs  antifeptic  quality,  than  the^ 
yellow  bark ;  the  latter  therefore,  I  think, 
under  fuch  circumftances  is  juftly  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  former.  For  although  it  may 
feem  (to  fome)  more  reafonableto  refer  the 
aCiion  of  the  cinchona,  as  an  antifeptic  to  its 
tonic  power  on  the  moving  fyftem,  than  to 
any  aftion  on  the  animal  fluids,  yet  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  believe,  that  it  poflefles  a  direfl:  an¬ 
tifeptic  property  ;  which  does  not  appear 
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referrible  to  the  willow  bark,  at  leaft  but  in 
a  very  inferior  degree. 

With  regard  to  fluor  albus,  and  Prolap- 
fus  Uteri ;  as  thefe  cafes  are  in  general  con- 
nefted  with  a  debilitated  ftate  of  the  fyftem, 
it  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  the  willow  has 
been  of  fo  much  fervice  in  thefe  complaints. 

In  Scrofula,  and  Scrofulous  Ulcers,  its 
exhibition  has  likewife  been  attended  with 
very  beneficial  efFe6fs ;  in  mending  the  habit 
in  general,  leffening,  and  promoting  a  heal¬ 
thier  difcharge  from  the  fores.  And  Mr. 
James  further  obferves,  ‘‘  It  is  not  only  in 
agues  and  intermittent  fevers,  that  I  have 
experienced  the  excellency  of  this  bark, 
and  its  fuperiority  over  the  Peruvian  :  I 
have  found  it  alike  efficacious,  when  the 
tone  or  ftrength  of  the  fyftem  has  been 
fuddenly  reduced  in  confequence  of  large 
colleftions  of  pus,  haemorrhages,  fluor  al- 
bus,  colliquative  diarrhoeas,  &c.  as  well 
as  in  feveral  fcrofulous  cafes ;  and  in  a  fin- 
gle  inftance,  where  the  tone  of  the  fto- 
mach  was  fo  entirely  deftroyed  from  hard 
drinking,  that  the  patient  could  not  any 
one  time  eat  the  quantity  of  half  an  ounce 
of  meat,’'  It 
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It  is  fcarce  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the 
exhibition  of  this  bark,  as  well  as  the  cin¬ 
chona,  is  not  admiflible  in  cafes  of  acute 
inflammation.  But  in  mobile  temperaments, 
and  which  fo  much  predifpofe  to  fcrofulous 
affeftions,  and  favouring  a  peculiar  kind  of 
inflammation,  (fo  called,)  accompanied  with 
a  confiderable  laxity  of  fibre,  it  will,  on  the 
contrary,  be  found  very  ferviceable. 
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